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Working Together, Apart 


—By Robert KASWSS 


Even as restrictions are lifted around the country 
health officials continue to stress the importance 
of social distancing in order to quell the spread 
of the Coronavirus. This means it may have 
been some time since you've seen another club 
member. Given the current state of events, it 
will be a while longer still. 


On the radio we have two nets to come 
together. The weekly net on the 145.35 
repeater at 7:30PM on Wednesday nights 
(except on meeting nights) and the breakfast net 
on the 146.205 repeater at 7:30 AM on Tuesdays 
and Saturdays. Dave (KD6FIL) does a masterful 
job of asking questions of breakfast net 
participants about what they are up to that's 
entertaining and informative. 


In place of regular meetings we continue to hold 
our own on Zoom. We get about the same 
number of attendees online as we did in person, 
so | encourage everyone who hasn't tried it out 
to download a free copy of the Zoom client and 
join us. 

This year we'll also be doing Field Day ina 
different way. The ARRL has introduced a couple 
of important rules waivers this year (more on 
that in an article below) that encourage club 
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members to operate from their home stations 
and combine their scores with other members 
for an aggregate club score that will be 
published. 


These new rules for Field Day this year and how 
we can take advantage of them will be the topic 
of the June general meeting. Join us on Zoom 
(details on the particulars will be emailed to club 
members) to find out the details. | want to 
encourage all club members to get on the air 
and make some contacts, even if your only radio 
isan HT. Details on when and where we might 
be able to make contact on 2M locally will be 
discussed during the meeting. 


Until we meet again in person, take care, be safe 
and stay active! 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, June 17, 2020, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: Planning for Field Day 


In Memoriam 


Penny Miller KE6LNM, wife of Mike WB6TMH, 
has become a silent key. 


Minutes, May 20 Meeting 


Meeting very successfully held on ZOOM that 
was set up by KASWSS 


KASWSS (Robert), KD6FIL (Dave), KE6HID 
(Andrew), KM6ZUC (Bruce), N6TVN (Carl), NJ6E 
(Stan), W5LTP (Sam), KIGFFM (Dean), W8EWL 
(John), WB6TMH (Mike), W1EJ (Ed), KG6QNT 
(Eileen), N7PIB (Sanford). 


Meeting called to order at 19:30 by illustrious 
president KASWSS 


MINUTES 

Minutes from the April meeting were approved. 
Radio Officer 

House construction continuing!!!! 

TREASURER 


Currently have $4,707 in the bank. VOMARC set 
it up to pay dues online. Still more equipment to 
sell. 


SECRETARY: Taxes done 
Vice President: Absent 
Training: School closed 
PRESIDENT 


Books that were originally purchased for the 
County Library are available for loan. 


NEW BUSINESS 


THE VOMARC website (http://vomarc.org/ ) has 


been updated and you can now sign up and pay 
dues on line through PayPal. 


Field Day is coming up and looks like we will 
need to make changes. ARRL is posting a rules 
update. Individuals can operate from their home 
station as 1D — SF and when they post their 
results, list VOMARC as their participating club. 
The ARRL will post the individual score and then 
post the total for all the people listing VOMARC 
as their club. This will be the topic of discussion 
at the June meeting. 


DMR Nets: 


On Thursday, at 6:30 PM the Sonoma County 
31707 Talk Group has a net coordinated by 
AA6RH. 


On Friday AA6RH has a DMR simplex net at 4 PM 
on 446.5, Color Code 1, Time Slot 1 and Talk 
Group 99. 


OLD BUSINESS 
Nothing 


Mystery Box: Jack, KEZMF has the box and the 
Mystery Box program is on hold for a while 


PROGRAM 

Remote Operating presented by KASWSS 
Meeting adjourned at 2015. 

—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


May Meeting 


The May VOMARC meeting was held via Zoom 
once again. The topic that month was Remote 
Ham Radio. Robert (KASWSS) gave a 
presentation about and a live demo of operating 
a station remotely over the Internet using the 
RemoteHamRadio.com website. 


Rule Waivers Announced For Field 
Day 2020 


The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) has 
announced a couple of temporary rules waivers 
for Field Day this year in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Because large gatherings of club 
members in a common operation location is 
impractical, if not illegal, the rules changes 
allow club members to launch a combined 
effort, all working remotely from each 

other. Among the changes: 


Class D stations (home stations operating on 
commercial power) may contact all other 
classes of stations, including other class D 
stations for points. Previously, class D 
stations earned no points for working each 
other. 

Scores from club members who name their 
club in their log submission will be added to 
an aggregate club score which will be 
published. 


So, in a nutshell, fire up your radio(s) on the 
weekend of June 27-28, work as many stations 
as you can and submit a score using the "Valley 
of the Moon ARC" as your club. 


http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-contest-program- 
issues-field-day-2020-faq 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Who's Doing What? 


Bits of intel on what club members have been up 
to lately, based in part on comments made 
during the VOMARC weekly and breakfast nets 
or email. Please send any and all reports of your 
Ham Radio activity, no matter how small, to the 


club email address: 
ValleyOfTheMoonARC@gmail.com. 


Robert (KASWSS) worked Sanford (N7PIB) using 
FT8 on 17M in the morning of May 17th and 
then again on 20M on May 30th. Sanford's been 
heard calling CQ numerous other times as 

well. Good to hear fellow club members active 
on the air! 


Darrel (WD6BOR) has a box of hookup wire 
available for those who need it. 


Elizabeth (N6LY) and Kevin (K6YD) reportedly 
have several wire antennas up in the air, some 
supported by masts and bought a G5RV to add 
to the mix. 


Robert (KA5WSS) installed a low 6M dipole in 
his backyard. Despite only having 10W output of 
his current rig (a new FT-991A is on the way) 

he's been able to work stations from California 
to New Mexico using FT8. Sporadic E is picking 
up based on the received stations on the 
afternoon of June 10th alone as shown 

below. Most modern HF rigs have 6M so don't 
overlook the band. 


Quve 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
WSJT-X Version 2.2.0 Released 


The latest version of WSJT-X, the most popular 
software for making contacts with FT4, FT8 and 
other digital modes, has been released. 


With this new version, decodes of stronger 
signals are faster than before. For some stations 
a signal will be decoded and displayed around 11 
seconds into a 15 second FT8 transmit 

cycle. This gives receivers an extra 4 seconds to 
decide who to call before their transmit cycle 
begins. By being able to start a call at the start 
of the cycle their response is more likely to be 
decoded by the other station. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


ARRL Introduces 70+ Life 
Membership 


The American Radio Relay League, the national 
organization that represents Amateur Radio in 


the United States, announced a new form of life 
membership for those over the age of 70. The 
one time fee of $750 represents a discount from 
the normal lifetime membership fee of $1,225. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
IOTA Awards Using LoTW QSOs 


You may now apply for Islands On The Air (IOTA) 


awards using confirmed contacts on Logbook of 
the World (LoTW). Log into or create an account 
on the IOTA website and navigate to the "MY 
IOTA" -> "ADD QSOS FROM LOTW" page. Enter 
the requested information and in about an hour 
confirmed contacts within the requested range 
will be downloaded and entered into your IOTA 


account. Only those operations that are known 
activations of islands are included, so there may 
be a few contacts you've confirmed that might 
not show up. 


—Submitted by Robert KAS5WSS 


As spring leads into 
summer... 
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—Submitted by Kevin K6YD 


Transplanted Antenna 


Longtime VOMARC members may remember 
Gerhard K6XH, who lived with his wife Barb 
KB5EGT on West Spain Street 20 years ago. He 
had a large HF log-periodic antenna there that 
was taken down when they moved to the east 
oast. As shown, that antenna is now back in 
service at their home in Callao, Virginia, atop a 
new aluminum tower. | can attest that it works 
well from our weekly Friday afternoon 20-meter 
SSB skeds. 


—Submitted by Stan NJ6E 


From The QSL Inbox 


It was a good month for QSL cards. Here area 
few samples. I'd love to see any interesting 
cards anyone else has received. 


ive du Bénin 


A Czech group put on a DXpedition to 
Mauritania in 2017 that | finally got around to 
confirming. 


Another Czech DXpedition to Africa, this time to 
the Ivory Coast. This took place in 2020 and | 
wasted no time to get the QSL here. 


: CQ Zone 13 + ITU Zone 73 
= toc GC79 + |OTA AN-00 
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COVID-19, this will probably be the biggest 
DXpedition for the foreseeable future. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Jim Hill KE UUW — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
VACANT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill KE UUW — Elmer Coordinator 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR - Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°t St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2020 ACS 2020 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2020 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1 St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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